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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, m. 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics 


Liturgical Colors 
Gold Brocades Linens 
Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


*‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





THIS SACRED HEART SHRINE 
IS THE ANSWER TO TWO BIG 
PROBLEMS 


Because here is the statue you've been 
looking for... and ... it's within the range 
of your purse! No expense has been 
spared to produce a truly artistic Sacred 
Heart Shrine for your home. It is 10 
in. high, 9 in. wide and 6 in. deep, with 
felt base. The statue is pure white and 
7 in. tall. A vigil light, set in the steps, 
comes with the Shrine. Price, $6.50. 
If money is sent with order, add 50¢ 
postage. 
Order from: 

Fathers of the Sacred Hearts 

4930 S. Dakota Ave., N. E. 

Washington 17, D. C. 


alae and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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“Official’?’ Enthronement Picture Now Available 


A beautiful colored picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a true 
copy of Garcia Moreno’s original painting used by Father Mateo in 
the first Enthronement ceremony. Size 16 x 13 inches, framed. Frame 
of rich dull gold, 1% inches wide. Varnished finish, and requires no 
glass. Price, $3.00 each; 10 or more, $2.75 each. Unframed, 50¢. 

Order one of these beautiful pictures, henceforth to be the “official’’ 
Enthronement picture, for your Enthronement of the King on the feast 
of the Sacred Heart, or for its renewal. A reproduction is given on 
the front cover of this magazine. Send all orders to: 

National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. . 
Washington 17, D.C. 
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In the holy Sacrifice of the Mass all the mysteries of our Redemption 
are made actually present. The mysteries of Pentecost, of the Most Holy 
Trinity, of Corpus Christi and of the Sacred Heart, which the feasts of June 
bring before us, are here symbolically represented. 
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Behold This Fleart 






RUNE, the month of roses and golden sunshine, is with 
@ ||‘ us again, and our hearts turn naturally to the special 
\. devotion which our holy Mother the Church proposes 
. to us for the month — a devotion in harmony with the 
loveliness of June — the devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. This devotion has the honor and privilege of hav- 
ie 2 ing been established by our Divine Lord Himself. Urged 

a by His immense love for us, and burning with an ardent 
desire to be loved by us in return, the God-man has condescended to 
reveal with His own sacred lips the priceless treasures of His Sacred 
Heart. 

The Church has blessed the devotion and gives it her warmest 
approval. She has instituted, at Our Lord’s request, a special feast 
of the Sacred Heart which is celebrated on the Friday after the octave 
of Corpus Christi (this year on June 24). She encourages her chil- 
dren to honor the Heart of Jesus in the manner He requested, by the 
Mass and Communion of Reparation on the First Friday, by the Holy 
Hour, by the veneration of His image, and other practices. And she 
has, as it were, set her seal of authority upon the devotion by raising 
to her altars the humble Visitandine, St. Margaret Mary, the instru- 
ment chosen by Christ for its propagation. 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus has been aptly called a “Victim of 
Love.” This is symbolized in the mode of representing It as wounded 
and surmounted by a cross and flames. The flames bursting forth from 
within tell us, moreover, that the Sacred Heart is a very Furnace of 
love, a love that knows no bounds save those our coldness and in- 
difference impose upon It. é 

Even as the Eternal Word of God is the perfect manifestation of 
the Eternal Father, so the adorable Heart of Jesus, which is the im- 
mediate manifestation of His love, is for us the mediate manifestation 
of Jesus Christ Himself. It is, so to say, Jesus Christ our Lord with 
His love externalized, with His Heart in His hands and the bitter com- 
plaint on His lips: “Behold this Heart which has loved men so much 
that It spared no sacrifice...” 

It would seem that Our Lord in His infinite wisdom could not 
find another symbol more expressive of love and more intelligible to 
us than His Sacred Heart. For, being truly human, His Heart par- 
takes of the ‘characteristics of our own. 
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Now, St. Thomas says of the human heart: “As it is the nature 
of fire to burn, so it is the nature of the heart to love; that is why it 
is impossible for a heart that desires to live, to be without love...” 
The heart has, therefore, come to be regarded by an almost universal 
and natural instinct as the special organ or seat of love. There seems 
to be, in fact, a kind of union and interdependence between the two. 
There is no passion or emotion that registers its impressions so forci- 
bly on the heart of man or affects it so visibly as does love. This is 
because of the intimate union of the soul with the body, which brings 
about a mutual and necessary dependence between the two. 

The human heart with its incessant activity, even during hours of 
sleep, is also a faithful image of the indefatigable activity of love, 
which knows no rest save in toiling for the beloved. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is as truly man as He is God, and in Him, 
as in any other human being, His adorable Heart is a harmonious lyre 
reproducing most faithfully and rhythmically all the emotions and 
sentiments of His blessed Soul. The Heart of Jesus is, therefore, the 
most perfect of symbols, expressing in Itself every aspect of the love 
of the God-man — its reality, its ardor, its qualities and its effects. 

It is clear, then, that the material and sensible object of the de- 
votion is the Heart of flesh palpitating with life and love in the breast 
of the God-man; and the formal and spiritual object is the love of 
our Divine Savior, symbolized by His adorable Heart. As Christians 
have in all ages loved the Heart that loves them so much, there is 
nothing substantially new in this devotion. The only novelty seems 
to consist in the special form under which the love of the Divine Lover 
is to be returned and which our Savior Himself has in person taught 
to St. Margaret Mary. 

Feeling keenly the coldness and indifference shown Him in the 
Sacrament of His Love, and pained at the apathy of those who styled 
themselves His friends, Jesus made a “last effort” to move the stony 
hearts of men by offering them something sensible and attractive, in 
the image of His Sacred Heart. Engrossed as we poor mortals are 
in material things, and so little accustomed to purely spiritual think- 
ing, we want something visible and concrete to attract and captivate 
our hearts, even in the service and love of God. And so our Savior 
offers us His Heart that we may contemplate therein the extent to which 
we have been and will be loved by God for all eternity. In the image 
of the adorable Heart of Jesus, the immense love of our Hidden God 
in the tabernacle likewise becomes manifest to us. 

In nearly all of His apparitions at Paray-le-Monial, Jesus ex- 
pressed His intense desire to be honored in this particular organ of 
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His love. He yearns that this same love, so beautifully symbolized by 
His Heart, may become the sole object of our thoughts, the motive 
power of all our actions, and the model and exemplar of our daily 
lives. Placing before our eyes the open Wound of His Heart, He 
lovingly invites us one and all to enter and make It our dwelling 
place, and to become rich with Its inexhaustible treasures. 

We must remember, however, that while Jesus proposes to us the 
image of His Heart for our veneration, He intends It only as a means 
to draw us more closely to Himself in the Blessed Sacrament, where 
His Heart in very reality ever beats with love for us under the Eucha- 
ristic veils. Veneration of the image of the Sacred Heart is not to be 
an end in itself, but only a means to an end — and that end is a 
greater personal love for our Divine Lord, who for love of us dwells 
on our altars and in our tabernacles. 

May the month of June, then, be the starting point for us of a 
more fervent devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, which is the natural 
complement of devotion to the Sacred Heart: May it find us assisting 
more frequently and intently at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, re- 
ceiving with greater frequency and devotion the Body and Blood of 
Christ, and paying more frequent visits to the Divine Friend who for 
us makes Himself a Prisoner of love in the tabernacle. It is not for 
His sake but for our own that He invites us, for He knows our utter 
poverty and misery and is consumed with the desire of enriching us 
with His infinite treasures. His love is constant and never failing; 
whatever our sinfulness, vileness, and infidelity, broken promises and 
repeated faults, the Sacred Heart has never ceased and will never 
cease to love. us. : 

Behold, then, dear Christian, this Heart which has loved you se 
much, and repay Its love with the full and fervent devotedness of your 
own heart! 


The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 


N HIS apparitions to St. Margaret Mary, Our Lord made twelve 
magnificent promises in behalf of those who would love and 
venerate His Sacred Heart, and offer reparation for the coldness and 
outrages of which He is the object in the Blessed Sacrament. The 
third of these promises: “I will bless every house in which an image 
of My Heart shall be exposed and honored,” has found a most effec- 
tive means of fulfilment both as to Our Lord’s implied desire and His 
promise, in the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families. Since 
its inauguration, some forty years ago, by its well-known founder and 
apostle, Father Mateo, thousands of families throughout the world have — 
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enthroned the Sacred Heart as their King and have borne witness to 
the prodigality of the blessings He has showered upon them. 

This practice is now so well known and has so often been recom- 
mended in the pages of this magazine, that it scarcely seems necessary 
to offer an explanation; yet we might say briefly that its object is the 
oficial and social recognition of the Kingship of the Heart of Jesus 
in the Christian family, through the formation of a solid Eucharistic 
piety. The family manifests this recognition of the Kingship by sol- 
emnly installing an image of the Sacred Heart in the place of honor 
in the home, and dedicating itself to Him by an act of consecration. 
‘It is like a recognition of the living presence of Our Lord in the home, 
where His Divine Heart, as King of Love, is the Center attracting all 
the members of the family. Needless to say, the ceremony is not a 
mere passing act, performed in a burst of devotion, but only the first 
in a life-long chain of acts by which the family manifests its devoted- 
ness to the Sacred Heart and strives to make itself worthy of having 
Him for its King. 

The beneficial effects of the Enthronement in families and there- 
fore in society, at large, are incalculable, and for this reason the work 
has received the heartfelt approval and blessing of the last four Popes 
who have reigned since its inauguration. Not the least of these is the 
strengthening of the. foundations of family life and the salvation of 
thousands of families from the spirit of worldliness and secularism. 
Aiming, as it does, to unite the tabernacle of the home with the taber- 
nacle of the altar, it has implanted in thousands of souls a deeper ap- 
preciation and love for the Mass and Holy Communion and so has been 
a powerful force in cultivating a healthy spiritual life in families and 
in Christian society. 

Make your family a family of the Sacred Heart through the En- 
thronement. (Full explanations, together with the form of ceremonial, 
are given in our booklet on this subject. Each 10¢.) 


A New Magazine ss The Social Reign 


HOSE interested in the work of the Enthronement and its com- 
panion apostolate, Night Adoration in the Home, will be happy to 
learn that THE SOCIAL REIGN, an official organ of this work, is now 
being published bi-monthly by the National Center of the Enthronement. 
Judging from the first issue, which appeared at the beginning of May, 
it is going to be a real FAMILY magazine, full of lively interest to 
all — young and old — especially to those who love the Sacred Heart 
and long to see Him better known and loved. 
. Subscription rates $1.00 a year; 15¢ a copy. Reduction for bulk 
rates. Kindly order from the Nationa] Center of the Enthronement, 
4930 South Dakota Avenue N. E., Washington 17, D. C. 














Movena to the Sacred ffeart of fesus 


June I6 to 24 


OHO 


ITH loving solicitude for the glory of the Sacred Heart 
and for your own well-being and happiness, we again 
invite you, dear readers, to join us in our annual solemn 

Novena to the Sacred Heart, which opens on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, June 16, and ends on the feast of the Sacred Heart, June 
24. In each of our four Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration 
— Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, Illinois, Tucson, Arizona, and 
Kansas City, Missouri — there will be special Novena services 
each day, before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in which your 
intentions will be included. 

High Mass and the Divine Office will be sung daily in each Sanc- 
tuary and Benediction given twice each day. The Litany of the Sacred 
Heart will be prayed each morning by the whole community, and at 
every hour of the day and night by the official adorers kneeling in the 
sanctuary. The Novena will begin and end with a solemn Eucharistic 
procession of love and reparation. 

Everything is obtained through prayer. Our Lord has promised 
us: “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believing, you shall receive” 
(Matt. xxi. 22). And again He has said, “Ask and it shall be given 
you” (Luke xi. 9). The treasures of heaven are open to us if we but 
stretch forth our hands to receive them. It is true, Our Lord holds in 
His Sacred Heart all the graces destined for us but He places in our 
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own hands the key thereto — PRAYER. The secret of success is to 
pray with faith, perseverance, and great confidence. 

Those who wish may send their petitions to be placed near 
the Altar of Exposition during the Novena. Gladly will we rec- 
ommend your needs and intentions to the living, loving Heart 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, for that is our special work — 
TO PRAY FOR OTHERS. | You in the world have many dis- 
tracting cares; God has mercifully called us aside into the solitude 
of the cloister, and we joyfully fulfil our vocation by helping 
others by our prayers. 

But may we, at the same time, also commend to your prayers the 
needs and intentions of our convents which are varied and many? And 
assuredly you will remember above all the countless needs of Holy 
Church, at present undergoing persecution under so many forms. 


May our united prayers, offered through, in and with the most 
pure Heart of Mary and the adorable Heart of Jesus, find favor at the 
throne of the Divine Majesty, and draw down a shower of blessings 
upon us and upon the whole world! 


The Kingdom of God Is within You 
—+0¢04— 
» MONG the many sublime feasts of the Church which 
this year find their place in the calendar month of 
June is that of the Most Holy Trinity, which falls 
on June 12th. So sublime is this feast that Holy 
Mother Church, as if overcome by her utter inability 
to clothe it with the solemnity and splendor befitting 
so exalted a Mystery, retires within herself, as it 
were, and celebrates it only with subdued solemnity. Nevertheless, her 
liturgy for this Feast is second to no other in beauty and exaltation of 
spirit, especially in the prayers of the Divine Office, where she breaks 
into poetry again and again in singing the praises of God. As if over- 
come with awe and love in the contemplation of this adorable Mystery, 
she exclaims over and over, “O Beata Trinitas! — O Blessed Trinity!” 
In the Mass, too, she is all absorbed in the praise of the Three 
Divine Persons and in offering thanksgiving for the mercies God has 
shown to us. The Introit, the Gradual, the Alleluia verse, the Offer- 
tory and Communion antiphons, all begin with some variation of 
the word Benedictus, meaning “blessed, or praised, be God.” Thus 
she leaves no doubt in our minds as to the spirit in which she wishes 
us to celebrate the feast of the Blessed Trinity. 
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But how sad it is that for so many souls the sublime Mystery of 
the Blessed Trinity seems far removed from the contemplation of poor 
human intellects, and so inspires fear and awe, rather than love and 
confidence. They think of the Triune God as a severe Judge, dwelling 
in the heights of heaven, looking down on earth with a watchful eye, 
interested only in exercising vengeance upon all who dare to break 
one of His least commandments. They quail at the thought of the 
rigors of Divine Justice and so live in forgetfulness of that most con- 
soling truth that His very essence is LOVE. “God is Love,” says the 
beloved disciple (1 John iv. 8), and the book of Proverbs tells us 
that “His delights are to be with the children of men” (viii. 31). 

It is upon this latter truth we wish to dwell. At the moment of our 
baptism, when the waters of regeneration were poured over our heads 
“in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,” 
a tremendous wonder took place in our soul. Not only was the stain 
of original sin blotted out (and of actual sin, if any), but sanctifying 
grace was poured into our soul, and it became the tabernacle of the 
Three Divine Persons, the temple of the Blessed Trinity “Do you not 
know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you?” (1 Cor. iii. 16), asks St. Paul. Our Savior taught 
the same truth when in answer to a question put by the Pharisees, 
He replied: “The Kingdom of God is within you” (Luke xvii. 21). 

How sublime and consoling is this thought! It exceeds the com- 
prehension of created intellect, it is true; nevertheless, we are able to 
accept and believe it by virtue of the infused gift of faith which was 
imparted to us in baptism, And it is just one more indication of the 
limitless love that God has for us and of the infinite longing He has 
for our love in return. 

By virtue of this Divine Indwelling, we possess within us, in a 
mysterious manner but in very reality, the Father with’ His creative 
love, the Son with His redeeming love, and the Holy Spirit with His 
sanctifying love. The Triune God pervades and penetrates our whole 
person in a sublime and incomprehensiblé union, and seeks to give us 
that beatifying love which is the happiness of the blessed in heaven. 

' Pope Leo XIII, in his encyclical “Divinum Illud Munus,” writes 
of this wonderful indwelling of God in us as follows: “God by His 
grace resides in the just soul as in a temple. From this proceeds the 
bond of affection by which the soul adheres most closely to God — 
more so than when a friend is united to his most loving and beloved 
friend — and enjoys God in all fulness and sweetness. Now, this won- 
derful union, which is properly called ‘indwelling,’ differs only in de- 
gree or state from that with which God beatifies the saints in heaven.” 
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Living with God in Our Heart 

What conclusion must we draw from this ineffable presence of 
God within us as regards our spiritual life and sanctification? None 
other than that we must turn inward to the Source of happiness, the 
Goal of human yearnings, and lead an interior, recollected life, ever 
mindful of our Divine Guests, ever communing with Them. Our Lord 
told His listeners on one occasion, as mentioned above, that His King- 
dom is within us. The Little Flower, 
referring to this, once said: “I know 
that the Kingdom of God is within 
us. Our Lord teaches without sound 
of words. I have never heard Him 
speak, but I know He is within me.” 
Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity, 
a Carmelite nun of Dijon, France, 
who died in the odor of sanctity in 
1906, seems to have been given to 
our century to show forth in a special 
way the sanctifying power of living 
with God in one’s heart. In her in- 
spiring writings she expresses the 
following beautiful thoughts regard- 
ing intimacy with the Divine Guests 
fave, Griese God, so lve 2 ma, of our soul: “The secret of sanctity 
that all I do be done by Thee! is to think that we have heaven with- 
in us. I have found heaven on earth, 
for heaven is God, and God is in my soul. On the day I realized this, all 
things were seen by me in a new light... To forget self is very simple: 
think of God who dwells within you, whose temple you are. By de- 
grees the soul becomes accustomed to live in His blessed company, 
realizing that it bears a little heaven within it, in which the God of 
Love has made His home. Henceforth the spirit breathes a Divine 
atmosphere — indeed, the body alone seems on earth, the soul being 
behind the veil with Him who is unchangeable.” “Live with the Three 
in the heaven of your soul; the Father will overshadow you, making 
a cloud between you and the things of the world, to keep you all His 
own. He will communicate His power to you so that you will love 
Him with a love as strong as death. The Word will imprint in your 
soul as in a crystal the image of His own beauty, and you will be 
pure with His purity, luminous with His light. The Holy Spirit will 
transform you into a mystic lyre. Beneath His Divine touch your 

silence will send forth a magnificent canticle of love.” 
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Souls who yearn for this union with God in their hearts should 
seek, first of all, to detach themselves from the things of the world 
and endeavor to keep a spirit of recollection. Silence is a great help 
to this practice of the interior life. In fact, silence and sanctity are 
inseparable. It is only when the heart is enveloped in silence that 
prayer alone with God is possible, prayer “in spirit and in truth.” 
Does not the Presence of God within us demand that we often recall 
to our minds that Divine Indwelling and go about our daily life with 
the same spirit of prayer and recollection we endeavor to have towards 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament? It should indeed be our greatest 
joy to retreat in spirit to the tabernacle of our heart and converse with 
our Divine Guests, to take counsel with Them a moment before speak- 
ing or acting, to ask a blessing on whatever we are about to do, to 
thank Them for the manifold graces imparted to us, to adore, to praise, 
to make acts of contrition for faults committed, in a word to practice 
the “interior life” of prayer and intimacy with God which leads to 
true sanctity. It is this constant remembrance of the presence of God 
which makes saints. This is the secret of holiness and supernatural 
power, for it is not the child of Adam, inclined to evil from his very 
birth, who brings about a state of holiness, but it is the Holy Spirit, 
the Blessed Trinity operating in him. 

Our hearts are temples of God and must therefore be both a place 
of prayer and a place of sacrifice. We must immolate there all our 
inordinate affections, everything that is displeasing to God, all those 
idols which would usurp the glory of God, which He cannot and 
will not share with any creature. In the degree that we make our soul 
a house of prayer and sacrifice, in the degree that we strive for in- 
timate union with the Three Divine Guests within our heart, in the 
degree that we remove every obstacle which hinders union with Them, 
and prevents God from reigning in the Kingdom of our soul, we shall 
experience and be participants in His marvelous diffusion of graces 
and lights within us. God has given us His own presence, His own 
Spirit, to enable us to enter into His own life; to be the Source for 
us of a Divine vision, of a Divine love; to enable us to transcend the 
limits of our finite nature and scale the heights of the supernatural 
life; to live as “children of God.” Let us honor the Blessed Trinity by 
acting at all times in such a way that our whole life may be a perpetual 
“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.” And 
let us encourage, if possible, some lax fellow-Catholic who has up to 
the present neglected his Easter Communion to be present at the Holy 
Table on the beautiful feast of the Blessed Trinity which brings to a 
close the Paschal season. 
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> LTHOUGH the indwelling in the soul in the state of 
sanctifying grace is common to the Three Divine Per- 
sons, it is especially attributed to the Holy Spirit, the 
“God of Love,” because it is a mission of love. The 
Holy Spirit Himself is within the soul in the pleni- 
tude of His infinite love as our “Sanctifier.” He comes to the soul in 
sanctifying grace together with the Father and the Son, and His special 
work is to mould and model the soul after the likeness of Christ, to 
make of it, as it were, another Christ. 

He is often called the Spirit of Truth. As the Spirit of Truth, He 
enlightens and instructs as a Friend and Father, and assists the soul 
in every way possible to attain its goal of happiness on earth and 
eternal happiness in the Beatific Vision of heaven. He is an Advo- 
cate, who seeks to promote the soul’s good; pleading, as it were, with 
the Father and the Son, to advance it on the way of salvation and sanc- 
tification. St. Paul tells us, “We do not know what we should pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself pleads for us with unutter- 
able groanings” (Rom. viii. 26). He is a Counsellor. He watches 
over the soul’s most secret thoughts, words and actions, and directs 
and advises in doubt and perplexity. He is a Guide and Protector, 
the “Finger of the Father’s Hand,” who points out the pitfalls which 
must be avoided and shows the right course to take to reach the final 
goal. He leads and inspires the soul. He shields and protects it from 
the wiles of the devil, from the allurements of the flesh and the deceits 
of the world. He is the “Remission of sins,” and induces to contri- 
tion and repentance if the soul falls.. He is the Spirit of Love and 
showers gifts and graces on the soul, those good and perfect gifts 
which come from the Father. He is the soul’s true Spiritual Director 
who models it unto the likeness of Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit makes use of every circumstance and event in life 
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to make the soul grow into Christ-likeness, but unless the soul co- 
operates, His work may be frustrated. Too few in number are those 
who lend an attentive ear to the Holy Spirit. As water fills a sponge 
gently and without noise, so does the Holy Spirit penetrate the soul 
ready to receive Him. But He does not obtrude Himself. He offers 
Himself, but does not force His visits nor His gifts. His way is sweet, 
friendly to contemplation and peace. In order to hear Him, there 
must be silence and peace in the soul. The noise of disordered pas- 
sions sends Him away. He does not dwell in the midst of tumult. A 
heart full of the spirit of the world cannot find room for the Spirit 
of God. : 

Holy and ardent desires merit the visit of the Holy Spirit. Humil- 
ity has inexpressible charms for Him. Its sweet perfume attracts and 
holds Him. Among the virtues, humility is the foundation of the 
spiritual edifice. On it the Holy Spirit builds the structure of a master 
creation, and develops in the soul His twelve fruits, which reach their 
fullest maturity in the beatitudes. 

The Holy Spirit is often symbolized by a dove. The dove loves 
cleanliness, as we have a proof when Noah sent out a dove from the 
ark after the deluge, and not finding a place to light without soiling 
herself, she came back to the ark. Even so, the Holy Spirit being a 
lover of purity takes up His abode only in chaste souls, in souls free 
from every grievous sin. Again, the dove is a symbol of meekness. It 
is without anger, bitterness, and hatred. So, too, the Holy Spirit seeks 
for the virtue of meekness. The dove is a symbol of penitence. It 
emits a mournful sound, as if grieving. It is timid and seeks refuge 
among rocks When the Holy Spirit penetrates a soul, He causes it 
to understand the ugliness of sin and brings it to repent, and to hide 
in the Wounds of Jesus in order to weep for its sins. Finally, the 
dove, by its whiteness, is a magnificent figure of the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts, for He renders them pure, white as snow, 
and gives them, in some sort, wings in order that they may raise them- 
selves up to God. . 

Devotion to the Holy Spirit is necessary for a fervent, supernatural 
life. He is the breath of Divine grace. What could be more fruitful 
in fostering a devout attention to His indwelling Presence than to pon- 
der frequently and prayerfully: on this truth, to seek to understand 
it more deeply, to ask the Holy Spirit for His gifts and fruits, and to 
make frequent acts of love and adoration. This is a practical means 
to acquire daily a clearer knowledge of the Holy Spirit, and the In- 
dwelling Holy Trinity, and as God will not be outdone in generosity, 
it will obtain an increase of Divine grace and union. We owe this 
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to the Holy Spirit, as we owe Him love, fidelity to His inspirations, 
the avoidance of all that could grieve Him, the practice of the virtues 
which He has imparted to our souls, and gratitude. Let us, in particu- 
lar during the Pentecostal season, invoke Him frequently by loving 
prayers we formulate in our hearts, or by indulgenced ejaculations 
which are approved by Holy Church, as the following: O Holy Ghost, 
sweet Guest of my soul, abide in me, and grant that I may ever abide 
in Thee. (300 days each time.) 

And let us, as a special preparation for the feast of Pentecost 
itself, June 5th, make a novena to the Holy Spirit. The feast of Pente- 
cost celebrates the coming of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles and 
the birth of the Church, and serves as a renewal in the hearts of the 
faithful of His coming into each one in the sacraments of baptism 
and confirmation. This coming is actually renewed in the devout 
participation in and offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on the 
feast. Henceforth, illumined by the light of His grace and filled with 
the fire of His love, let us strive to advance from day to day in Divine 
union until we reach its consummation in the Beatific Vision in heaven. 


$345,000,000.00 Gone Up in Smoke! 
i at Toe 


F such a headline were to appear in the papers, we would all be 
appalled at the disaster and would be loud in denouncing the care- 
lessness of those responsible. Yet such a fire loss has in reality oc- 
curred, though it has not made headlines in the paper because it was the 
result of millions of little fires over the period of a year. This stagger- 
ing sum represents the amount spent by American people for cigarettes 
during the year ending June 30, 1948. And this is no exaggeration, 
but an authentic figure, given out by the Agricultural Department in 
Washington. The share of Catholics in this “fire loss,” judged by 
ratios in population, would be about $58,000,000.00. Just think what 
such a sum might have done in the work of extending God’s kingdom 
on earth! 

Money is said to be the root of all evil. Nevertheless, it is also a 
very important factor in doing good. Without it, there could be no such 
thing as charitable organizations — no churches, no convents, no hos- 
pitals, no missions, no Catholic press, no Catholic schools, no philan- 
thropic work of any kind. Yes, the lack of funds is a most serious 
handicap in all fields of human endeavor, both material and spiritual. 
This is one of the greatest difficulties of the missionaries trying to bring 
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the light of the true Faith to heathen lands, and is the one plaint 
voiced by missionaries everywhere. Yet it is a strange paradox that 
the works of evil are never handicapped for want of financial means 
to carry on... 

Lack of funds is also one of the major problems in the spreading 
of our Eucharistic apostolate, and particularly at present in the financ- 
ing of our new convent and sanctuary just being opened in Kansas 
City, Missouri. Had it not been for the generous assistance of many 
of our dear readers, we could never have undertaken the establishment 
of this new Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration for the glory of our 
Eucharistic Lord, nor have brought it to its present state of completion. 

Perhaps many others could help, at least in some small way, to 
clear away the heavy debt which rests upon the building? Even 
the smallest offering, made with love and in the spirit of sacrifice, would 
draw down God’s blessing on the work, and many such offerings 
would help greatly in solving our financial difficulties. Perhaps, too, 
you know of others who are not subscribers, who would gladly make 
a contribution toward this holy cause if they knew about it. 

By the time this issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” reaches 
you, the temporary chapel and convent will have been abandoned 
(God willing) and our Eucharistic King will be reigning on His throne 
in the new sanctuary, even though not yet completed. The Opening 
and Dedication is scheduled for May 17, which at this writing is still 
three weeks distant. In the meantime, may we again solicit a frequent 
and fervent remembrance in your prayers, so that all the work still to 
be done may be accomplished, and also and especially for the financial 
assistance so much needed. 


Benefits to Benefactors 


As explained in previous issues, donors of $100.00 or more will 
have the privilege of having their initials engraved on the monstrance, 
and will share in a special way in the Perpetual Adoration and in 
all the Holy Masses, prayers, and good works of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration in all their sanctuaries, present and future. 
Those offering donations of $10.00 or more will have their names in- 
scribed in the GOLDEN BOOK, and will likewise be specially remem- 
bered in the prayers and good works of the Sisters. And those whose 
means allow only a smaller sum will also be commended in a very 
special way to the loving Heart of our Eucharistic King, who knows 
well how to reward even the least good work done for love of Him. 

For the glory and the reign of His Sacred Heart, and to make 
reparation to Him for the coldness and indifference of so many souls, 
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we humbly beg your assistance to complete for Him this Eucharistic 
Sanctuary, where an unceasing homage of adoration and reparation, 
day and night, will be offered to Him. 


A Reader Speaks to Our Readers 


Dear Sisters, 

Here is a long delayed letter of appreciation for the 
many graces of understanding and peace that have come to me through 
my reading of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ I think I have gained the 
most from the articles, “Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith,’ 
especially those on Life Everlasting. 

Last Sunday I had the great pleasure of being present 
at the Blessing of the Bells at the new Convent; —- the ceremony was. 
inspiring and informative. The bells themselves, although mute for 
the present, seemed to speak out in real beauty and dignity of their 
respective names, which honor the Holy Spirit, the Eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus, the Sacred Heart of Mary Immaculate, and St. John Evange- 
list. The voices of the Sisters rising in the Gregorian chant seemed 
like dainty lace draped about those silent giants of copper that held 
within their tempered castings the majesty and power and beauty 
of music, awaiting the first strokes of the clappers to burst forth over 
the “Holy Hill” and into the sky of our own beloved city, speaking 
to all, like the voice of God. 

It will not be long now before the Chapel and Convent 
will stand completed, magnificent and inspiring in beauty, like a huge 
Missal, lying open ready for the Holy Sacrifice on the Altar of the 
Virgin Mound at the confluence of two beautiful boulevards. 

The Chapel, it seems to me, is in fact an open door to 
worshipers not only in Kansas City, but to all in far away places, who 
may visit here in person or in spirit, a veritable ‘‘closet’’ to pray for 
peace. I know there are many, like myself, of meager means who wish 
they could have some small part in the erection of such a Glory to God. 
To own a brick, a window pane, a door, to add our substance to the toil 
and prayers of the Sisters, who have made this sanctuary possible, would 
be a sweet satisfaction. 

It has come to my notice that during this year the 
Sisters will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, 
0.S.B., Prioress General of all the Convents. A thought comes to me it 
might be an appreciative memento if the readers of “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” -would join this celebration by sending a contribution for the 
new convent as a Jubilee gift to Rev. Mother. I feel this would bring 
great pleasure to her and would give to each of us a satisfaction and a 
joy of having ever so little a part in this blessed monument to our 
Eucharistic Lord, where seven times a day the Community of Sisters 
gather for Divine Office and where all day and through all the hours of 
the night, Sisters keep watch and pray for us! 

I am enclosing my pittance, and if each Reader would do 
likewise, we would have indeed a handsome gift to present to Rev. 
Mother M. Dolorosa for her Golden Jubilee. A.M.K., Kansas City, Mo. 
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Sesus Sriumphant anv Onn (Pars, 


4 HE feast of Corpus Christi, celebrated in the liturgy of 
* the Church on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, and 
which falls this year on June 16th, is observed as a 
solemn feast. of thanksgiving for the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Literally, the name means “Body 
of Christ,” for it is the mystery of the real Body of 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist that the feast particularly honors. We 
are reminded of the celebration of the First Mass by Christ Himself, 
when He took bread into His holy and venerable hands, and having 
lifted up His eyes to heaven to His Eternal Father, He gave thanks, 
blessed it, and broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat ye all of this, for THIs is My BODY.” In like manner after He 
had supped, taking also into His holy and venerable hands the chalice, 
saying: “Take and drink ye all of this, for THIS Is THE CHALICE OF MY 
BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL TESTAMENT, THE MYSTERY OF FAITH, 
which shall be shed for you and for many unto the remission of sins.” 

And having done these things, He added this injunction, “As often 
as you shall do this, you shall do it in memory of Me.” Here, then, 
was Christ’s covenant with His disciples and with His Church, that 
the bread that He would give to eat would be His Flesh for the life of 
the world, and those who would eat of that bread would live forever. 
Here was the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, the celebration of 
the First Mass, and the institution of Christ’s eternal and Divine priest- 
hood. Here the first priests were ordained to go forth into the whole 
world and offer this clean oblation from the rising of the sun to the 
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setting thereof. Through the medium of bread and wine, Christ willed 
to remain with the children of the Church He had founded. He willed 
that His Body should be offered again and again in a mystical Sacrifice 
identical with the Sacrifice of Calvary, and that It should be the Food 
of Christians, who are His members. He willed that It should be re- 
posed in the tabernacles of: the altars, that He might be the consoler 
and helper of souls, to whom they could come as a friend comes to a 
friend. ; : 

The Holy Eucharist is the greatest treasure of Holy Church. If 
we were to remove Christ from our tabernacles, or were the holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass to be discontinued, the Catholic Church would be robbed 
of its very life. Without Christ in the Eucharist, our churches would 
be empty places of worship and our altars a mere symbol. Yes, if 
Christ’s infinite love had not given us the Holy Eucharist, we would 
not have a worthy sacrifice to offer to God. We would have no Divine 
Mediator with the Father. We would have no nourishing Food to 
strengthen our souls. We would have no powerful Friend on earth to 
listen to our difficulties, our joys and sorrows. Christ’s Presence in 
the Holy Eucharist is a sacred truth of our Holy Faith. Our belief in 
this tremendous Mystery is not something we accept by an agreement 
of minds. It is a deep and abiding faith, supported by the truthful- 
ness of our Divine Lord, who proved His claim to our belief by His 
countless miracles, and above all by the miracle of His resurrection. 

Contemplating the Eucharistic Species, we see only humility, hidden- 
ness, obscurity. Faith, however, tells us that Jesus is there, hidden 
under these lowly appearances. No ray of His Divinity is seen nor 
trace of His Humanity revealed. In this precisely His glory shines 
forth most brilliantly. He has captured the homage of our intellect 
without the help of any of our senses; indeed, in opposition to the evi- 
dence of our senses. Our senses tell us nothing; nevertheless, the great 
Mystery is loved and believed and worshiped from one end of the world 
to the other. And who are the adorers of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment? They are not only the poor and the ignorant who bow their 
knee before Him; the noblest intellects adore and worship, and vie 
with one another in proving the Real Presence in the white Host, de- 
fending their Hidden Lord against the attacks of heresy. 

What treasures of learning have been poured out on this sub- 
ject! It is a Mystery which takes hold of the noblest part of man, his 
intellect, and exercises over him a dominion that it is impossible to 
overthrow. And this dominion is exercised not in one place only. but 
in the whole world; not at one time only, but throughout all ages. To 
the dominion of the intellect must be added.the deminion this adorable 
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Mystery exercises over the heart of man, filling it with tenderness, cap- 
tivating it with love. Truly, this dominion is the sublimest triumph 
of our Hidden God. 

On the joyful feast of Corpus Christi all true children of the 
Church rejoice, and every heart and lip praises and glorifies the Heart 
of Jesus in the Sacrament of His Love. For this greatest and most 
holy Sacrament, which the Church exposes to the veneration of her 
children amid festivities and songs, is peculiarly the Sacrament of His 
Heart, the Sacrament of His Love! So great is the joy of the Church 
on this feast in remembering the object which she celebrates, that feel- 
ing too confined within walls, she joyfully hastens with the Blessed 
Sacrament into the great temple of nature. And how justly! It is 
but right that heaven and earth should gaze upon this Miracle of Love 
which has been: wrought for all mankind. The beauty of Jesus, whose 
full vision is the joy of the angels is hidden under the Sacramental 
veil, but we know its splendor, even as we know the love of Him who 
has given us this marvelous Sacrament. He is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father in heaven in the brightness of the saints, but He is 
with the children of men, enthroned as their King upon the altar, 
borne aloft in the monstrance as on a regal throne. “His delights are 
to be with the children of men” (Prov. viii. 31), and He still loves 
us with that everlasting love which knows no lessening. On His throne, 
or in His tabernacle, we will give Him our adoration and the tribute 
of our unceasing love. On this great day of His triumph, we will 
reverently contemplate this Mystery of Faith, the great mystery and 
miracle of God’s Love. 

May the celebration of this feast, therefore, deepen our faith and 
help us to grow in love and gratitude for so great a gift, and at the 
same time urge us to make reparation for sins committed against this 
adorable Sacrament! Our best means of reparation are the Holy 
Sacrifice and Holy Communion. Consequently, we must endeavor to 
prove our love for Jesus and render Him atonement by a tender devo- 
tion to the Holy Eucharist, by attending Holy Mass whenever we can, 
-by receiving Holy Communion frequently, and by visiting our Divine 
Lord in the tabernacle. 

“I subscribe to many Catholic magazines, but yours is my favorite. 
In. fact, all of your publications are praiseworthy, and so helpful to 
everyone who is fortunate enough to read them. May your good work 
always continue.” Mrs, J.B., N.Y. 

“Your booklets have so many inspiring thoughts and I enjoy them 
very much. I especially enjoy your magazine, ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 


tory,’ and have decided never to give it up. Thanks a million for all 
this marvelous reading matter.” C.B., Ohio 











@ur Jotter's Qolden fubifee 


—iKeitie ne 


UNE 28th brings to our religious family a very precious and 
joyful feast in the Golden Jubilee of religious profession of 
our beloved and venerated mother, Mother M. Dolorosa. Doubt- 
less her name has grown familiar to many of our dear friends 

and readers in the course of the years — for she has been our Mother 
since November, 1920. 

After God, it is to her undaunted courage, her strong spirit of faith 
and self-sacrifice, her unwavering confidence in Divine Providence and 
her heroic devotion to the accomplishment of God’s holy will that we 
owe in greatest measure the devolopment of our community of Perpet- 
ual Adoration into a Congregation, with branchhouses founded at Mun- 
delein, Illinois, Tucson, Arizona, and Kansas City, Missouri, in the 
years 1928, 1935, and 1943, respectively. 

Her name Dolorosa (in honor of the Seven Dolors of Mary) has 
proved to be exceedingly well chosen. The burdens of her office have 
been very heavy, and were it not for her boundless trust in God and 
in Our Lady of Sorrows, we feel that our dear Mother, never robust, 
could not have borne them. But happily she possesses the spirit of 
optimism and that saving sense of humor — a spark, as it were, of 
perpetual youth — which has characterized so many founders of reli- 
gious orders and congregations, and has enabled them to accomplish 
great things for God. . 

In gratitude and love for our dear Mother, we should like to 
secure for her on this happy occasion a remembrance in your prayers, 
to ask God to bless her and recompense her richly for her many labors 
and sacrifices; to thank Him for the graces bestowed on her so abun- 
dantly these many years, and through her upon our community and 
upon countless others; to ask Him to enlighten and sustain her, and 
to grant her many more fruitful and happy years in His service. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Letter of Thanks from the Vatican 


We are happy to extend to our dear Readers the gratitude of the Holy 
Father for the generous Spiritual Bouquet offered for his Golden Jubilee, ex- 
pressed in the following letter, through which he also imparts his Apostolic 
Blessing. 


—o—orr~ 


Vatican City, April 12, 1949 . 
Reverend Mother Mary Dolorosa, 


Under the revered command of the Holy Father, I am 
to acknowledge receipt of the devoted message of felicitations, of the 
rich Spiritual Bouquet and of the generous offering which the Bene- 
dictine Sisters of Clyde, Missouri, have sent to Him on the occasion . 
of the fiftieth anniversary of His Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood. 


At a time when His paternal heart is burdened by so 
many sorrows and anxieties, the Pontiff feels consoled, encouraged, 
and strengthened by the rich treasury of prayers and good works 
offered up for Him by souls dedicated to the service of God. 


Furthermore, the generous donation, by which you and 
your esteemed communities have wished to manifest your interest in 
His work of apostolic charity has been for Him a source of comfort, 
because it has enabled Him to share the joy of His Jubilee with some 
of the many members of His vast flock who still look to Him for 
help in their hour of need. 


His Holiness, therefore, bids me express to you His 
heartfelt appreciation and gratitude for this twofold gift by which 
you have chosen to show your filial participation in His Sacerdotal 
Jubilee, and, praying that Our Divine Lord may recompense you all 
in bounteous measure for your unfailing devotion to His Vicar on 
earth, He lovingly imparts to you, to the members of your Communities 
and to the readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” His paternal Apostol- 
ic Blessing. 

With sentiments of religious devotion, I remain, 


Faithfully yours in Christ, 
J. B. Montini, Subst. 


Let us continue to pray daily for our beloved Holy Father, that God may 
enlighten, bless, and sustain him, and preserve him to the Church, for many 


more years. 
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Charity towards the Poor Souls 
--O8O-- 


ITH what measure you measure, it shall be measured to 
you” (Matt. vii. 2). It will readily be seen that this 
word of the Divine Savior is applicable also to the as- 
sistance we should render the souls departed. The 
learned Cardinal Cajetan says: “Those who in this life 
forget the departed, will, hereafter, in my opinion, be deprived in pur- 
gatory of all participation in good works and devout prayers, though 
ever so many be offered for them by others; for Divine Justice is wont 
in this manner to punish their cruelty and hardness of heart.” Hence 

“we may believe that he who shows no mercy towards the suffering 
souls and remains cold and indifferent to their pains, shall, even though 
his soul may have escaped eternal damnation, languish in the flames 
of purgatory, without relief or consolation, and look in vain for 
friends and intercessors. The faithful, however, who do not forget 
the suffering souls completely, but seldom think of them, will not be 
deprived of friends and intercessors entirely, but will derive very little 
help and comfort, and their complaints will be answered by the words 
of St. Paul: “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly” (2 
Cor. ix. 6). 

As rational beings, we should have a distinct object in view in 
all our actions. Even the most trivial. act, if performed from a mo- 
tive of pleasing our dear Lord, and to do His holy will, may be- 
come meritorious. It must be understood that these acts may not be 
contrary to the commandments of God and His holy Church, and the 
person must be in a state of grace. People who are working from early 
in the morning till late at night can assist the suffering souls in an 
efficacious manner by offering their toil and fatigue in union with the 
merits of Jesus and Mary for the relief of the suffering souls. Sick 
persons, and those enduring mental sufferings, such as temptations, 
scruples, contempt, slander, unjust treatment; those who mourn for the 
loss of a dear relative or a dear friend, etc., may make the same in- 
tention in regard to their particular suffering. 

The Sacrifice of the Mass is the great devotion of the Catholic 
Church and, of all means to assist the souls in purgatory, none is more 
salutary or meritorious; for there Jesus Christ offers Himself and His 
infinite merits to His Heavenly Father, by the hands of the priest, in 
behalf of the suffering souls. The unbloody Sacrifice of the Mass does 
not essentially differ from the Sacrifice of the Cross, but only ac- 
cidentally as to the mode of offering, and no limit can be placed to 
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the efficacy of this great Sacrifice, which contains in itself all grace. 

From this inestimable efficacy, however, we may not infer that 
the offering of one Mass is sufficient to release*the souls we love; for, 
though the Sacrifice of Calvary was infinite, we cannot conclude that 
the application of it, through the Mass, must also be infinite. St. 
Thomas Aquinas tells us that it was not the intention of Jesus Christ 
to bestow upon us the full efficacy of His sufferings and Death, which 
are celebrated in every Mass; His merits are applied according to 
His adorable will, for the ways of God are often inscrutable. 

It is very useful therefore to have the Holy Sacrifice offered fre- 
quently for the repose of a soul. Should the souls who are dear to 
us, for whom we intercede, be already in the enjoyment of eternal 
bliss, Divine wisdom and goodness will bestow on other suffering souls 
the merit of the Masses offered. 





A Letter from the Other World* 


Continued 


HE next morning at the office you chided me for failing to 
accompany you to A. I described the good time I had 
on Sunday. Your first question was: ‘‘Were you at 
Mass?”’ You little fool! How could I? when we had 
agreed to start at six o’clock already. Do you recall how, 

in my peeve, I added: ‘The good God is not so narrow-minded as are 

your priests.’’ I must now confess: In all His infinite goodness, God 
views things more strictly than they all do. 

After my first jaunt with Max I attended the sodality meeting only 
once more... at Christmas for the.party. So many things attracted me 
back to it, but inwardly I was already estranged from you. 

Movies, dances, auto trips followed.one upon the other. Max and 
I did have several quarrels. But I always knew how to bind him to 
myself again. My rival annoyed me intensely, when upon returning 
from the hospital she carried on furiously. Lucky for me. My polished 
calmness made a deep impression on Max and eventually turned the 
scale in my favor. I knew well how to blacken her reputation in his 
mind. Speaking in all coolness, apparently always objective, inwardly 
spitting poison. Such sentiments and such dealings make a first-rate 
preparation for hell. They are devilish in the truest sense of the word. 

Why am I telling you all of this? In order to report how I finally 
broke away from God. No, it was not that Max and I often went to the 
extreme of intimacies. I realized that I would only’ depreciate myself 
in his eyes were I to allow myself to be emptied ahead of time. That 
iis why I remained reserved. Still, as a matter of fact, I was ready for 








*From the German, by Rev. Bernard Krempel, C.P., D.D. 
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anything whenever it seemed worthwhile to me. I simply had to con- 
quer Max, cost what it may. Then, too, we began gradually to love 
each other, because we both possessed many mutually appreciated good 
qualities. I was clever, efficient, a good entertainer. Thus I acquired 
a firm hold on Max, so that I alone possessed him. 

Therein lay my apostasy from God, in making an idol of a crea- 
ture. In no other way can that happen so completely as in loving a 
person of the opposite sex when such love clings only to things of earth. 
That constitutes its charm, its incentive and its poison. 

The “adoration” I paid to Max became my religion in practice. It 
was in those days that I fumed and spumed poison in the office against 
running to church, priests, indulgences, rattling off the rosary, and 
similar trash. You tried to defend them more or less ingeniously. 
Apparently you did not surmise that it was not a question of those 
things at all, but rather my effort to secure a foothold against my con- 
science — I still needed it at that time — in order to devise reasons 
which might justify my apostasy from God. It was really that I re- 
volted against God. You did not perceive that. You still considered 
me a Catholic. I wanted to be called so, too; even paid the pew rent. 
Thought I: “A little fire insurance won’t harm.” Your replies may 
have been to the point at times, but I paid no heed to them, because 
I simply could not stand to admit that you were right. In view of 
these shattered relations, there was little regret at our separation when 
my marriage parted us. 

Before getting married I once more went to confession and Com- 
munion. That was according to the regulations, you know. My hus- 
band and I were of one mind in this; why not comply with this formal- 
ity? So we did, just as we would with any other. You on earth call 
that unworthy. Well, after that ‘unworthy’? Communion, I had greater 
peace of mind. It proved to be my last one. 

Taken all in all, our married life passed harmoniously. We had 
about the same ideas on all questions. On this, too, that we did not 
wish to burden ourselves with children. Deep down in his heart my 
husband would gladly have had ome — naturally no more. But I 
finally succeeded in diverting his mind from that also. Clothes, ex- 
quisite furniture, tea parties, auto trips and similar distractions suited 
me better. The year between our marriage and my tragic death was 
one of delightful earthly enjoyment. We spent every Sunday riding 
about or visiting my husband’s relatives. (I felt ashamed of my own 
mother now.) These relatives lived a superficial life, just as we did. 

Within my own heart, however, I never felt happy, no matter how 
much I might laugh exteriorly. An indefinable something was always 
gnawing at me. I wished that death might be the end of everything, 
though, of course, it should remain away for a long time. 

It is indeed true that God rewards all the good a person does, as 
I once heard it said in a sermon of my childhood days. If He cannot 
give the reward in the next world, He does it on earth. , 

Quite unexpectedly I acquired an inheritance (from Aunt Lottie). 
My husband was fortunate enough to increase his salary substantially. 
So I could furnish our new home most charmingly. 
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Things religious now glowed only faintly, and that far away. The 
coffee shops in the city, the hotels at which we stopped in our travels, 
did not bring us closer to God. All who frequented these places lived 
as we did, from the surface to the interior, not from the interior to the 
exterior. ; 

While visiting any celebrated cathedral on our vacation trips, we 
sought to regale ourselves solely in the artistry of the masterpieces. 
I knew. how to neutralize the spiritual warmth radiating especially 
from those of the Middle Ages by my studied irritation over some mi- 
nor incidental which met my eyes: An unpolished or clumsy religious 
Brother who acted as guide; the “scandal” of seeing monks who want to 
be so pious selling liquor,* that eternal clanging of bells calling to 
church services, which are only money-making affairs anyway, I told 
myself. That was my way of rejecting grace every time it knocked at 
the door of my soul. I gave vent to my ill-temper particularly at the 
sight of certain archaic representations of hell in cemeteries and else- 
where, in which the devil roasts souls in lurid flames at white heat, 
while his companions, pictured with long tails, drag new victims to him. 
Clara, hell can be caricatured, but it cannot be exaggerated! 

Hell-fire! How that word always exasperated me! You know that 
while arguing about it with you one day I held a lighted match under 
your nose and sneeringly asked: ‘Does it smell like this?” You 
quickly snuffed out the flame. Here no one extinguishes it. I am 
telling you: Fire as mentioned in the Bible does not mean pangs of 
conscience. Fire means fire! Understand literally the words of Him 
who said: ‘“‘Depart from Me, ye accursed, into everlasting fire.” Liter- 
ally! 

You want to know how a spirit can be affected by material fire? 
How does your soul suffer when, while still on earth, you hold your 
finger in a flame? Your soul does not burn at all, but what pain racks 
your whole being! In a similar manner we are here psychically bound 
to fire, both as to our essence and our faculties. Our soul lacks its 
natural wing-stroke; we cannot think what we want, nor as we want. 
(See note 13.) 

Do not look so stupidly at these lines; for this status which you 
cannot comprehend scorches me without consuming me. 

To be concluded. 





*Prior to the French Revolution (1793) the Carthusian monks of the Chartreuse 
near Grenoble, France, derived a ‘‘revenue from the sale of certain medicinal agents 
prepared in their laboratories which enjoyed a high reputation, in particular the cor- 
dial liqueur, Chartreuse.’’ (The American Ency. Vol. 6, p. 342) Benedictine: A 
French liqueur, originally made by Benedictine monks, but now, like Chartreuse, pre- 
pared and sold by commercial establishments. Neither of these liqueurs is to be 
classed with common liquor. 


NOTE: (13) Summa Theol. Suppl. Que. 70, Art. 3, Ans. ‘‘The corporeal fire is 
enabled as the instrument of the vengeance of Divine Justice thus to detain the spirit; 
and thus it has a penal effect on it, by hindering it from fulfilling its own will, that 
is, by hindering it from acting where it will and as it will. 


ea — 2 


“In all thy works remember thy last end, and thou shalt never 
sin’’ (Ecclus. vii. 40). 
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The Chance of a Lifetime 


Continued 


F Advent and Christmas were for Jeanne a delightful 
new experience in the way they were observed in the 
convent, Lent and Easter were no less a time of special 
grace and spiritual inspiration. Having spent a year 
in the religious life, she could appreciate them better 
now than the first time, and the Novice Mistress as- 
sured her that this would be true of the feasts of 
the Church more and more as the years passed and 

she grew in interior grace, in the knowledge of the spiritual life and 

the mysteries of our holy Faith. 

Never had she realized that Lent was really a season of deep 
interior joy, and she was surprised to find that even the simple sombre 
chant melodies of this penitential season were joy-inspiring and up- 
lifting. She appreciated, too, the maternal solicitude of Holy Church 
in providing a special Proper of the Mass for each one of the forty 
days, each abounding in instruction and inspiration for holiness of life! 
Instead of dreading this season, as she had so often in the past, Jeanne 
now realized the great value — yes, the privilege — of practicing 
mortification and self-denial, united with the sufferings of Christ, and 
“offered to God with the joy of the Holy Ghost,” as.St. Benedict says 
in his Holy Rule. 

“We do not do penance just for ourselves,’ the Novices were 
told, “but to participate in the Redemptive work of Christ. We should 
therefore place our little sacrifices and daily sufferings and trials on 
the paten at the Offertory of the Mass and unite them with the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ, that they may become meritorious and pleas- 
ing in the sight of God, for our own salvation and that of others.” 

The living and life-giving force of the liturgy was further demon- 
strated in the progessive stages of the Lenten season as it developed 
toward the climax of the great mysteries of Redemption which were 
to be mystically re-enacted during Holy Week. There was Letare 
Sunday, at mid-Lent, with its note of joy anticipating the joys of 
Easter; then Passion Sunday, when the Church entered into a more 
solemn remembrance of the sufferings of Christ; and finally Palm 
Sunday, with its note of triumph and joy in ‘the solemn blessing and 
procession of palms, quickly giving way to a spirit of sorrow and 
mourning in the Mass, and dramatically ushering in Holy Week, the 
all-important week of the ecclesiastical year. 

Never had Jeanne been so deeply impressed by the solemn cere- 
monies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday; nor, in 
fact, had she ever been privileged to assist at the full liturgical rite 
proper to each day. She was specially impressed by the Tenebre 
services on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evening, and looked for- 
ward to the day when she might be among the few privileged ones to 
sing the Lamentations or to pray the Lessons of Matins. These were 
indeed “holy” days in the cloister, where, withdrawn from all worldly 
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distractions and occupations, one could drink deeply from the foun- 
tains of Christ’s mysteries. The ceremonies of Holy Saturday were 
already a foretaste of the joys of Easter — especially the blessing of 
the new fire and the Easter candle, the joyful ringing of the bells at 
the Gloria of the Mass, the organ accompaniment, resumed after so 
long a silence, and the many gladsome Alleluias. 

Easter itself, the ‘“‘Solemnity of solemnities,’’ a glorious climax to 
all these solemn ceremonies, seemed a very foretaste of the joy and 
glory of Easter in heaven. With the removal of the purple veils from 
the statues and crucifixes on Holy Saturday, everything seemed to shine 
with new lustre, so that the altar, in its festive adornments of gold 
and white, was like a reflection of the glory of the Risen Savior, bathed 
as it was in a flood of light, and surrounded with gleaming white 
Easter lilies. The Alleluias so profusely mingled in the prayers and 
chants proclaimed the joy that filled all hearts. Holy Communion had 
never seemed so truly the “Sacrament of Life’ or the “Pledge of 
future glory’ as on this radiant Easter morning, when all was per- - 
meated with new life. Little wonder, Jeanne thought, that the Church 
so often gave expression to her joy in the exclamation: ‘This is the 
day that the Lord hath made, let us be glad and rejoice therein! 
Alleluia!” 


Writing to her parents on the following Sunday, she said:— 


“Peace be to you. This beautiful greeting, repeated so often by 
our Risen Savior, is also my greeting to you on this ‘White’ Sunday, 
which truly reflects the joys and glories, of Easter. I have just come 
from the chapel, where I have been basking in the light of our glori- 
fied Savior, so graciously showing Himself to us under the veils of 
the Host on the altar. During the past half hour, four of us Novices 
have been privileged to keép the official adoration, and you may be 
sure I breathed a special prayer for you while knéeling in the Sacred 
Presence. The sanctuary was a bower of Easter lilies, and as we knelt 
there in our snowy white. veils, I thought it was truly White Sunday, 
and hoped that our hearts were as pure and beautiful as the lilies, 
shedding the perfume of their prayers before Jesus, the Divine Sun 
on the altar. 

“Although a whole week has passed since Easter, the week has 
really been for us a prolonged feast — a spiritual banquet at which 
we have feasted sumptuously. We have had High Mass every day, 
and the beautiful liturgical prayers and chants appropriate to each 
day have all echoed and re-echoed the joyful message of Easter. The 
‘Regina Ceeli,’ repeated so often each day, keeps us. united with our 
Blessed Mother in the Resurrection joys which must have flooded her 
soul more than all others. In the inspiring sermon given us this 
morning we were reminded that our spiritual resurrection should be 
not only for Easter and its Octave, but for always, as St. Paul exhorts 
us in the Epistle: ‘If you be risen with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of the Father.’. 

“From all this you will know that we had a most happy, yes, a 
heavenly Haster. How I wished I could make the sun stand still, like 
Josue, so as to prolong its stay with us! But anyway we are grateful 
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that the Church allows us a Jubilee Octave (fifty days) in which to 
bask in its glorious light, and to draw from its rich treasury of graces. 
“After the beautiful and solemn chapel services we also had our 
‘family’ feast, which too, had its special enjoyments for the ‘interior 
man.’ The traditional colored eggs were not wanting. After Father 
blessed them on Easter morning he told us we should eat them in 
honor of the Resurrection, and explained how the egg is the symbol 
of the Resurrection because a living creature comes forth from its 
rock-like shell as Christ came forth from the tomb. There were other 
‘eggs’ too, laid by a chocolate hen, which we enjoyed no less than the 
real ones; also a cake in the form of a lamb, with shredded cocoanut 
for wool. We all received many beautiful greetings and useful gifts, 
and you should have heard the chatter that went on while we opened 
the packages. The most welcome of my gifts was the copy of Dom 
Marmion’s ‘Christ, the Ideal of the Monk,’ which I have been wishing 
for ever since I became acquainted with this saintly Abbot’s writings at 
the beginning of my novitiate. It explains the Holy Rule so clearly 
and beautifully, and I hope it will help me to become a true child of 
St. Benedict. Thank you so much for sending it to me! We have 
been studying the Holy Rule and the Vows for the past few months, and 
now I can hardly wait for profession day to come, when (please God) 
I shall kneel at the altar and consecrate my life to Him. You know, 
the Benedictines add two more vows to the customary ones of poverty, 
chastity and obedience; they are the vows of stability and the conver- 
sion of morals. When I write again I will tell you some of the won- 
derful things we have learned. Maybe you will even be a little jealous 
when I tell you what it means to be a religious...” To be continued 


Young ladies who feel an attraction to the vocation of Perpetual Adoration 
are cordially invited to send for a copy of “The Benedictine Eucharistic Ador- 
er,” which explains the life of a Benedictine adorer of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The book is sent without charge. Inquiries should be addressed to: 


Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Little Lovers’ League 


NE of the greatest feasts of the year is celebrated this 
year on June Sth. It is Pentecost, the feast of the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Most 
Blessed Trinity. God’s Holy Spirit came upon you 
for the first time in Baptism When you were “born 
again of water and the Holy Ghost.” He then made you 

a child of God, pouring into your soul the priceless gift of sanctify- 

ing grace. He also gave you the necessary helps to enable you to 
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behave as God’s loving child, and by obedience to His commandments 
to reach His home in heaven. : 

When the Holy Spirit of God came to you in Baptism, He came 
to stay with you forever. He took possession of your soul, and filled 
it with His choicest gifts, especially faith, hope, and charity. In the 
sacraments of confirmation, He increased and strengthened these gifts. 
Your heart became His dwelling-place; your body, His living temple. 
His living presence in you makes you holy and pleasing to God. He 
is ever trying to unite you closer and closer to Him. 

But if you should ever have the misfortune to commit a mortal 
sin, the Holy Spirit will be driven out of His dwelling-place within 
you. Yet He will not altogether forsake you, nor entirely give you 
up to His enemy, the devil, who gets the soul in his power through 
mortal sin. Just as a bird that is cruelly driven away from its nest, 
keeps fluttering and flying about it, ready to return as soon as the un- 
friendly person goes away, so the Heavenly Dove, even when most 
unkindly offended by you and banished from your soul, will still keep 
hovering around in the hope of speedily returning to His home. The 
still voice of His grace will whisper to you of your soul’s bad con- 
dition, bring home to you your sin, and urge you to sorrow and re- 
pentance. At the first sign of sorrow and of a desire for forgive- 
ness, this Divine Dove will swiftly approach you, return to you sweet- 
ly on the wings of love, and make your soul His home once more. 

The Holy Ghost is the source of all that is good within you. He 
_ helps you to think and speak and act at all times in a right way. 
Every pious thought, every holy desire and aspiration of your heart, 
every good word, every noble and virtuous action that beautifies your 
life — all these come from the Holy Spirit. It is He who enables 
you to pray in a manner pleasing to God; to approach the sacraments 
worthily, and to be faithful to the practices of your religion. It is the 
Holy Ghost who by His grace enlightens you to know what is good 
and right, and strengthens you to act according to that knowledge by 
avoiding all that is evil and shunning every sin. 

You must not fail to thank Him, then, for the wonderful gifts He 
has given you, and for making the tabernacle of your heart His home. . 
You can honor Him by devoutly making the Sign of the Cross, and by 
fervently saying the Glory be to the Father. 

The month of June also brings to our minds the thought of the 
Sacred Heart. Jesus Himself selected this month for the feast of His 
Sacred Heart and chose the very day on which it is to be kept. It is, first 
of all, a Friday. This day reminds us of the terrible sufferings and 
Death which Jesus bore for our sake on Good Friday. The bloody 











“Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, 
for. of such is the kingdom of God’ (Mark x. 14). 


During the month of June, many children will receive Jesus into 
their innocent hearts for the first time’ in Holy Communion. What a joy 
this will give to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! But we hope all our Little 
Lovers will give Him the joy of coming often into their hearts during 
this beautiful month, and especially on the First Friday, the Feasts of 
Pentecost, Holy Trinity, Corpus Christi, and the Sacred Heart. 
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sweat, the scourging, the crown of thorns, the Cross, all call for our 
love, our veneration and gratitude. 

This feast is also the first day after the octave of Corpus Christi, 
the feast of the Blessed Sacrament. The Feast of Corpus Christi ends, 
as it were, in the Sacred Heart. It leads us right into that Heart, the 
great, loving Heart of Jesus, our Savior. The Passion of Jesus and 
the Blessed Sacrament, Calvary and the Altar, the Crucifix and the 
Sacred Host, these are the main objects of our devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, the Heart which showed Its infinite love especially on the Cross 
and on the Altar. 

The purpose of the Feast of the Sacred Heart is to make repara- 
tion and atonement to Jesus for the love He has lavished on souls and 
which has not been returned. It is to make up for the slights and in- 
juries committed against Him during His life, especially at the time 
of His Crucifixion, and now for the insults offered Him in the Blessed 
Sacrament by unworthy Communions, by coldness and forgetfulness 
of His Divine Presence, by neglect and indifference towards Him on 
the part of those who call themselves His friends. Attending Holy 
Mass and receiving Holy Communion fervently are the first, the great- 
est, the most generous and most beautiful ways of showing devotion 
to the Sacred Heart and making reparation to It. Our Lord Himself 
asked for these acts of love on His feast, and pleaded for a Holy Com- 
munion of reparation on the First Friday of every month. Do your 
part to console Him on this beautiful feast by your love-offerings, by 
some little sacrifice, and by honoring His picture. 


SHG-Ost > - 
Columba’s Wish 


Cys had always loved the Holy Ghost. Ever since he had 
understood anything he had loved that dear Holy Spirit with 
a special tenderness and devotion. Columba was eleven now, and his 
great desire was to be a priest. He had told no one of his wish, not 
even his mother, who had prayed so long that her little son might one 
day be called to the altar of God; nor even Father Scully, who, how- 
ever, guessed his desire and watched his fervent little server with great 
pleasure. 

It was June now, sunny, lovely June, with its showers and breezes, 
and beautiful blossoms. Columba felt that it was truly the season of 
the Holy Spirit. He was going to say the Veni Creator every morning, 
and the Veni Sancti Spiritus every evening during the novena, and be- 
sides that, Columba had a great plan in his mind. He had been sav- 
ing up all his pocket money — he had received a quarter that very 
morning from his Uncle Henry for weeding the garden and doing a 
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number of little odd jobs there and in the toolshed — and he was 
going to ask Father Scully to say a Mass in honor of the Holy Ghost 
for his intention as soon as he had enough for the usual offering. Oh, 
it would be lovely! 

It did not take long before he had the offering for the Mass ready, 
and one bright June morning during the novena, Columba found him- 
self kneeling in his neat cassock and white surplice, serving his own 
Mass. It was a memorable Mass and Columba never forgot it. The 
sunlight streamed in through the narrow, clear windows, the birds 
sang joyfully in the rustling trees outside, and the little boy felt 
wonderfully happy. Surely he would get his petition heard, and our 
dear Lord would call him to be His priest forever, to follow Him where- 
ever He might wish. The Holy Ghost would surely be poured out upon 
him in those wonderful anointings that priests receive at Ordination, 
and Columba’s heart beat faster at the very thought. 

“Now, Columba, what was your intention?” asked Father Scully 
in cheerful tones as he unvested after Mass, and his little server busied 
himself tidying up. Columba smiled shyly and hesitated a second be- 
fore replying. ‘‘Wasn’t it that you may be able to say Mass yourself 
some day?” asked the priest kindly, noticing the boy’s delay. Columba 
nodded and whispered: ‘Yes, Father.”” He wondered how Father 
Scully had guessed, and hoped he would not think it presumptuous of 
him. “Do you think I might hope to some day, Father?” he added 
eagerly. 

Father Scully smiled down at the anxious face watching him. 
Then he patted the boy’s shoulder, and said gently, “I am sure Our 
Lord wants you for Himself. Tell your mother about your desire, and 
I will see what I can do to help you.”” Columba’s hopes rose high in- 
deed. He had been so afraid he would be discouraged, but now the 
Spirit of Love and Joy had Himself blessed his petition. 

Years after, Father Columba, in splendid crimson vestments, stood 
at the altar of his childhood’s memories, to sing the Mass of Pente- 
cost. His heart was filled with joy and humble gratitude as he looked 
back on the past, and thought of his boyhood’s Mass for his great in- 
tention. -And he was glad that his name was Columba, “Dove of the 
Churches,”’ for Father Columba loved with all his heart the Sacred 
Dove who had so sweetly overshadowed all his life. 


Practice: Assist at Mass on the feast of the Sacred Heart and re- 
ceive Holy Communion to console and make reparation to the sorrowing 
Heart of Jesus. With Jesus in the Mass, adore and thank God for the 
Blessed Sacrament, and offer up the Holy Sacrifice to ask for those who 
offend our Divine Lord in the Holy Eucharist, the grace to be sorry for 
their sins. 


Aspiration: Sweet Heart of Jesus, be Thou my love! 


Spiritual Vitamin for June 


Glory be to the Heart of Jesus, King of Hearts, and may It reign 
forever over all hearts! 
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All booklets 10¢ each, unless otherwise indicated. 


OLY Church has set aside the month of June 
for special veneration of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. The following booklets give an 
explanation of devotion to the Sacred Heart, 

= especially that form of devotion known as the En- 
thronement; many beautiful prayers are also given. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration 
a Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
as Come, Let Us Adore 
= All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
# Message of the Sacred Heart — 5¢ 


2 
wee" Blessed Sacrament .ates"s" 
. 

7 
= HERE is nothing sublimer than the Mass on earth, 

nothing greater in paradise! The following book- 
lets will give a better understanding of this sacred mys- 
tery :— 
The Treasures of the Mass —- 35¢ 
My Daily Companion at Holy Mass — 10¢ 

a The Divine Drama (In verse) — 10¢ 


Booklets for Holy Communion, “the Mass Banquet” 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Novena of Holy Communions 
_ Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 


SPtHE following booklets are intended to increase love 

and devotion toward our Eucharistic Savior. To 
many persons they have been a source of light and in- 
spiration. 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
God with Us 
Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 
Jesus, Joy of My Heart 
Jesus Pleads for My Love 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. — 
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Devotion to the Holy Ghost 


Those who honor the Holy 
Spirit in a particular manner 
will receive special graces. 


Devotion to the Holy 
Spirit is a GOLDEN KEY 
wherewith the soul gains free 
access to His infinitely rich 
treasure chamber, from which 
the Spirit of Light and Love 
distributes graces most liber- 
ally. 
This Third Person of the Blessed Trinity is ETERNAL LOVE, and to 
give affords Him more pleasure than for man to receive. 


Our 64-page booklet gives a brief summary of the Church’s teaching 
regarding the Holy Spirit. It also contains reflections for Pentecost, a no- 
vena, and many efficacious and inspiring prayers. The booklet is excellent 
for use in Confirmation classes, and as a special preparation for the great 
feast of Pentecost, which is celebrated this year on June 5th. Booklets, 
10¢ each. 

OOOO 


Che Holy Crinity 


The Mystery of the Holy Trinity — Three Persons 
in one God — is the MYSTERY OF MYSTERIES of 
our Holy Faith. 

Though we can never hope to grasp the full mean- 
ing of the existence of one God in three Persons, yet 
we can learn to know more of it, so that our lives here on earth may be- 
come more fruitful, and in heaven we may one day glorify the Blessed 
Trinity for all eternity. 

This year the feast of the Most Holy Trinity falls on June 12th. Very 
special graces will be given to those whose hearts are prepared to receive 
them on this great feast. 

Read our booklet DEVOTION TO THE HOLY TRINITY, which con- 
tains a discourse on the Mystery of the Holy Trinity, an explanation of the 
respective functions of the three Divine Persons, with 16 pages of prayers. 
64 pages. 10¢ each. 
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St. Anthony, the Wonderworker 


St. Anthony is a saint who holds a special place in the heart of nearly 
all Catholics, so this interesting account of his wonderful life, extensive 
labors, numerous miracle’ and holy death, is a favorite. 64 pages. 10¢ each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








